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Ritual-traditional function of hunting in Achaemenid
religion

Abstract

In this research, researchers to; Analyzing the category of hunting in the
Achaemenid era and its functions in the Achaemenid imperial religion,
and in this way, by considering the historiographical sources, historical
texts, researches and studies of contemporary researchers, they have
tried to answer the main question of the research: hunting in the reli-
gion. What position and function did the Achaemenians have?

The findings of this research indicate that hunting had a high place
in the Achaemenid religion and its functional range was very wide, so
that it can be said that it is considered one of the most important current
processes of this era and had an ideological, subsistence, normative,
identity-giving, strategic and social role. Is; current study; Royal hunt-
ing, its ritual role in this era, the tools used in hunting, the role of the
mass of people in its implementation, and the costs of hunting, have

been analyzed and researched.

Keywords: Achaemenians, Cyrus II, hunting, strategy, tactics, culture
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Abstract

The Ghaznavids were basically a military government. Its founders
were the Samanid generals who, by weakening the power of the Sama-
nids, launched attacks in the eastern regions and established a govern-
ment by capturing Ghazna and then Khorasan. The word Sepahsalar is
mentioned differently in the sources. Beyhaqi, the famous writer of the
Ghaznavid period, used this word as Sepah salar in his work (History
of Beyhaqi). In the Ghaznavid period, this position was of two types.
One was the great general who was in the military hierarchy after the
sultan and was the senior military commander And the other was the
title of general of the states, in which case a person was appointed by
the sultan to rule the states. And in the wars, under the supervision of
the great general, he commanded his army. This article has been done
by collecting library information, and in a descriptive-analytical way, it
examines the performance and role of generals in the powerful Ghaz-
navid system, including their effective role as the founders of the Ghaz-
navid dynasty, the senior military commander after the Sultan, and the
government of the states, and finally when War as the Sultan’s military

adviser in decision-making.

Keywords: general, army, military commander, Ghaznavids.
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